Serum concentrations of neopterin, soluble interleukin 2 receptor, and soluble tumor necrosis factor receptor in Wegener's granulomatosis.
To investigate the possible relationship between serum levels of neopterin, soluble tumor necrosis factor-55 receptor (sTNF-55R), and soluble interleukin 2 receptor (sIL-2R) with disease activity in patients with Wegener's granulomatosis (WG). Serum neopterin was measured by radioimmunoassay, sTNF-55R and sIL-2R were measured by ELISA in 26 patients with WG. Serum neopterin, sTNF-55R, and sIL-2R were significantly elevated in patients with generalized WG compared with healthy controls. Concentrations of the analytes correlated with disease activity indices in patients without infectious complications. The highest elevations of all 3 variables were observed in patients with intercurrent infections. The increased serum levels of neopterin, sTNF-55R, and sIL-2R suggest activation of cellular immunity in WG.